Biblical Family
Husbands, Wives, Children Scriptures

Husband—
A. Regulations Concerning:
One flesh
Matt. 19:5-6: 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”

Until death
Romans 7:2
2
For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is
released from the law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with
another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she
marries another man she is not an adulteress.

Rights of
1 Corinthians 7:1-5
1
Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual
relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should
have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her
conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority over her
own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time,
that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Sanctified by wife
1 Corinthians 7:14-16
14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made
holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.
15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not
enslaved. God has called you to peace. 16 For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your
husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?

B. Duties of husband, toward wife:
Love
Ephesians 5:25-33
25
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present
the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes
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it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This
mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one
of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Live with for life
Matthew 19:3-9
3
And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s wife for any
cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made
them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did
Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” 8 He said to them,
“Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality,
and marries another, commits adultery.”

Be faithful to
Malachi 2:14-15
14
But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.
15
Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God7
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the
wife of your youth.

Be satisfied with
Proverbs 5:18-19
18
Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, 19 a lovely deer, a graceful doe.
Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love.

Instruct
1 Corinthians 14:34-35
34
the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be
in submission, as the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their
husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

Honor
1 Peter 3:7:
7
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as
the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be
hindered.
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Confer with
Genesis 31:4-16
4
So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field where his flock was 5 and said to them, “I
see that your father does not regard me with favor as he did before. But the God of my father has
been with me. 6 You know that I have served your father with all my strength, 7 yet your father has
cheated me and changed my wages ten times. But God did not permit him to harm me. 8 If he said,
‘The spotted shall be your wages,’ then all the flock bore spotted; and if he said, ‘The striped shall be
your wages,’ then all the flock bore striped. 9 Thus God has taken away the livestock of your father
and given them to me. 10 In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream
that the goats that mated with the flock were striped, spotted, and mottled. 11 Then the angel of
God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ 12 And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and
see, all the goats that mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for I have seen all that
Laban is doing to you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and made a vow to me.
Now arise, go out from this land and return to the land of your kindred.’ ” 14 Then Rachel and Leah
answered and said to him, “Is there any portion or inheritance left to us in our father’s house? 15 Are
we not regarded by him as foreigners? For he has sold us, and he has indeed devoured our money.
16
All the wealth that God has taken away from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now
then, whatever God has said to you, do.”

Provide for
1 Timothy 5:8
8
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

Rule over
Genesis 3:16
16
To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth
children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

Wife—a married woman
A. Described as:
“A helper comparable to him”
Gen. 2:18, 20
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit
for him.” 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast
of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.

“The crown to her husband”
Proverbs 12:4
4
An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who brings shame is like rottenness in his
bones.
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“A good thing”
Proverbs 18:22
22
He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord.

“The weaker vessel”
Peter 3:7
7
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as
t11he weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not
be hindered.

“The wife of your youth”
Malachi 2:14-15
14
But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.
15
Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God
seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the
wife of your youth.

“Your companion”
Malachi 2:14
14
But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.

B. Duties of, to husband:
Submit to husband
1 Peter 3:5-6
5
For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to
their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do
good and do not fear anything that is frightening.

Reverence her husband
Ephesians 5:33
33
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her
husband.

Love her husband
Titus 2:4
4
and so train the young women to love their husbands and children,
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Learn from her husband
1 Corinthians 14:34-35
34
the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be
in submission, as the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their
husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

Be trustworthy
Proverbs 31:11
11
The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. 12 She does him good, and
not harm, all the days of her life.

Love her children
Titus 2:4
4
and so train the young women to love their husbands and children,

Be chaste
Titus 2:5
5
to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the
word of God may not be reviled.

Be homemakers
Titus 2:5
5
to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the
word of God may not be reviled.

Not divorce
1 Corinthians 7:11
11
(but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the
husband should not divorce his wife.

C. Relationship with her husband, to be:
Exclusive:
Prov. 5:15–17, 20
15
Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. 16 Should your springs be
scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? 17 Let them be for yourself alone, and not for
strangers with you.
Proverbs 5:20
20
Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an
adulteress?
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Satisfying: Prov. 5:18, 19
Proverbs 5:18-19
18
Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, 19 a lovely deer, a graceful
doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love.

Mutually agreeable
1 Corinthians 7:1-5
1
Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual
relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should
have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her
conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority over her
own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time,
that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Undefined
Hebrews 13:4
4
Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge
the sexually immoral and adulterous.

Children
God’s gifts
Genesis 33:5: And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are
these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.”

God’s heritage
Psalm 127:3: Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.

Crown of old men
Proverbs 17:6: Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their fathers.

Glorify God
Matthew 21:15-16: 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he
did, and the children crying out in the temple, Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant,
16 and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have
you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?”

Come to Christ
Mark 10:14: But when Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to
me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.”
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Understand Scripture
2 Timothy 3:15: and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Receive the promises
Acts 2:39: For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

Believe
Matthew 18:6: but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of
the sea.

Receive training
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers: do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline
and instruction of the Lord.

Worship in God’s house
1 Samuel 1:24 & 28: 24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a threeyear-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the Lord at
Shiloh. And the child was young. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the Lord. As long as he lives, he is
lent to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.

Obedience (Children and Parents)
Ephesians 6:1-3
1
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2“Honor your father and mother” (this is
the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long
in the land.”

Honor to parents
Hebrews 12:9: Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them.
Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?

Respect for age
1 Peter 5:5: Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you,
with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

Care for parents
1 Timothy 5:4: But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to
their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of
God.

Obedience to God
Deuteronomy 30:2: and return to the Lord your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all
that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul,
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Remembering God
Ecclesiastes 12:1: Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come
and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”;

Blessing
Luke 1:76-79
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 78
because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 79to give
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace.”
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